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The profit of three representations did not become
the established right of authors till after the year
17203.

To the honour of Mr. Addison, it should be re-
membered, that he first discontinued the ancient,
but humiliating, practice of distributing tickets, and
soliciting company to attend at the theatre, on the
poet's nights 4.

When an author sold his piece to the sharers or
proprietors of a theatre, it could not be performed
by any other company5, and remained for several

" But should this fail, at least our author prays,
" A truce may be concluded for six days/*

Epilogue to The Perplex1d Lovers, 1712.

In the preface to The Humours of the Army, printed in the

following year, the author says, " It would be impertinent to go

about to justify the play, because a prodigious full third night

and a very good sixth are prevailing arguments in its behalf."

3  Gibber, in his Dedication to Ximena, or the Heroick Daugh-
ter, printed in 1719, talks of bad plays lingering through six
nights.   At that time, therefore, the poets certainly had but two
benefits.

4 South erne, by this practice, is said to have gained seven hun-
dred pounds by one play.

5  " Whereas William Bieston, gent, governor of the kings and
queenes young company of players at the Cockpit in Drury Lane,
has represented unto his majesty that the several playes hereafter
mentioned, viz. Wit without Money : The Night-Walkers: The
Knight of the  Burning  Pestle: Fathers owne Sonne: Cupids
Revenge: The Bondman: The Renegado : A new Way to pay
Debts:  The Great Duke of Florence: The Maid of Honour:
The Traytor: The Example: The Young Admiral: The Oppor-
tunity:  A Witty Fayre One:  Loves  Cruelty: The Wedding:
The Maids Revenge; The Lady of Pleasure: The Schoole of
Complement:   The Grateful Servant:   The Coronation :   Hide
Parke : Philip Chabot, Admiral of France : A Mad Couple Well
Met: All's Lost by Lust: The Changeling: A Fayre Quarrel:
The Spanish Gipsie: The World: The Sunnes Darling: Loves
Sacrifice: 'Tis Pity She's a Whore: George a Greene: Loves
Mistress:  The Cunning Lovers:   The  Rape of  Lucrece:  A
Trick to Cheat the Divell: A Foole and her Mayderrhead soone
parted:   King   John  and   Matilda:   A  City Night-cap:   Tlie
Bloody Banquet: Cupids Revenge: The Conceited Duke: and
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